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Reading Reflection
1. What continuing challenges and conditions did African Americans face in the 19th century, even after slavery was abolished? 
The abolishment of slavery in the United States of America was met with joy and jubilation amongst the formerly enslaved people. However, the jubilation was short-lived because the formerly enslaved people still faced other social and political barriers that barred them from getting full accommodation in the US community. They continued facing racial discrimination and prejudice that was highly pronounced via the Jim Crow Laws. The traditional psychological and physical wounds of slavery and its associated brutality lingered on in the African American communities. African Americans found it hard to acquire quality education after the post-Reconstruction era. The best schools were preserved for Whites. Also, they found it hard to own property and acquire meaningful careers due to racial discrimination and educational barriers. This made most formerly enslaved people (especially those in the South) wallow in poverty (Farisa, 2022). Southern states coined Black Codes within the sleeves of the laws to restrict Blacks from serving in the military, juries, or testifying against Whites. This also enhanced discriminatory killings with the formerly enslaved people on the receiving end.
2. What does artwork by African Americans convey about their lives within this particular context of mid-to-late 19th century America? What particular subjects and visual features communicate these conditions to the viewer? 
African Americans' artwork reveals various aspects of their lives within mid-to-late 19th century America. The curved desk by William Howard reveals how enslaved people toiled in plantations to cultivate and harvest cotton that had a ready market in the North. The desk has farm tools and also industrial tools used in cotton production. The gun represents the brutality that enslaved people encountered at the hands of their masters. The 1859's Robert Duncanson's portrait entitled, Landscape with Rainbow shows hope and optimism that enslaved people had of being free (Alex, 2021). The rainbow in this context expresses the element of color. In this context, color has been used to create rainbow that resembles hops of better times ahead for the enslaved individuals. It is also evident that most enslaved people and formerly enslaved people adopted Christianity as their new religion. This is evident in the 1885-1886 paintings of the Bible Quilt by Harriet Power (National Museum of American History, n.d). The paintings show a series of guilt, starting with Adam and Eve with the snake in the garden of Eden, Cain killing his brother to the crucifixion of Jesus.
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